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At the Helm  

Welcome Aboard New 

Members: 

 

American Yacht Group 

Brian Ewen 

Phone: (239) 384-9111 

436 Bayfront Place 

Naples, FL 34102 

Email: brian@hcbyachts.com 

Website: hcbyachts.com 

 

MJD Enterprise Solutions LLC 

Mary Cranden 

Phone: (908) 347-2326 

6109 Calusa Ridge Trail 

Bokeelia, FL 33922 

Email: info@mjdenterprises.net 

Website: mjdenterprises.net 

 

 

 

 
Share the  benefits of membership 

With your colleagues! 

 

Sign Up a New Member 

And earn a free meeting ON US! 

 

 

Follow Us!  Like Us! 

Find Us on your favorite Social Media 
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Main Deck: 

August 2022 Beautiful night on the Naples Princess 

 

Thank you to Pure Florida and 
MIACC for the fun raffle donation 

items– We had FIVE very happy 

winners!! 

 

 

 

 

 We sold out the boat and had a  

perfect evening on the water! 

 



  

 

 

 How can you tell if all your SEO efforts are paying off after months of 

work and execution? One effective way is to keep an eye on your 

website statistics. It’s important to keep track of your website analytics 

to evaluate its overall performance to determine if your strategies are 

working out for you or not. By constantly monitoring your website 

statistics, you can identify potential areas of improvement and take 

necessary actions to correct them.  

Click below to find out the top 5 statistics that can help you get a head start 

on analyzing your website’s performance: 

https://boatmarketingpros.com/key-stats-to-measure-your-websites-

performance/ 

 Check out our new 2023 Naples Boat Show video on YouTube 
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News from Collier County Sheriff’s Office Marine 
Hello, everyone, 

This month’s topic is lightning.  

We have received a few questions from boaters about manatee zones dur-

ing a storm, which we will answer later in the column, but first, here’s a 

lightning fact you may not know: While Florida is known as the lighting capi-

tal of the U.S., the Orange Tree community in eastern Collier County is the 

nation’s top spot for lightning.   

Here are some tips to help prevent you from being struck by lightning:  

- Keep an eye on the sky and radar. With growth in technology, we all carry 

a remote weather radar in our pockets.  Find an application that works for 

you and you can easily navigate through.  Taking a few minutes to track a 

storm will not only keep you dry but it will keep you safe from a lightning 

strike.    

- Keep an ear out for thunder.  It is recommended that if you hear thunder 

less than 30 seconds after you see lightning, seek shelter immediately. Light-

ning strikes both in front and behind a storm, so make sure you give your-

self plenty of time.  If on land, seek shelter in a solid structure like a building 

or fully enclosed hard-top car.  Seeking shelter under a partially enclosed 

structure like a carport or picnic shelter carries the same dangers as stand-

ing under a tree. Energy from the strike can feed back up from the ground 

or through the object and back into you.   

- If you’re unable to make it to safety, make yourself small and low away 

from tall objects.  It is recommended that you squat low on the balls of your 

feet. Spread out if you’re with others.  

- If you are caught out on a boat, try to get occupants to a safe place in the 

vessel.  Have them don a PFD and go below into a cabin, if equipped.  Light-

ning often strikes the tallest point, so get low.  If there is no enclosure, 

crouch down in a place that is both low and away from any metals.  If you 

are unable to throw anchor and must man the helm, avoid as much metal as 

possible and do not grab something metal with both hands. Keep rubber-

soled shoes or flip flops on.   

In the event of a lightning strike injury, it is important to remember that 

the body will not store the energy and first aid is safe and should be ren-

dered immediately. 

This brings us to the question of whether boaters can speed in a manatee 

zone in a storm. There is not a clear answer because the Manatee Sanctu-

ary Act Statute and subsequent rule don’t provide a provision for light-

ning.  However, local judges and our maritime law enforcement officers 

across the county, have used the approach of life preservation. Meaning, if 

a situation of a sudden storm and an imminent threat of lightning is pre-

sent, then you can speed through a manatee zone to ensure everyone 

onboard makes it to a place of safety alive. This approach would not 

apply if you are at already place of safe harbor and are trying to make it 

home.  An example of each would be if you are heading north through 

the Intracoastal Waterway approaching the narrows and you witness a 

close lightning strike with thunder within the 30-second mark, you would 

be able to run a vessel through the narrows to get to safety. However, if 

you were at a waterfront restaurant 

on Naples Bay and a lightning storm 

moved in, you would not be allowed 

to board your vessel and run through 

Naples Bay South to get to your final 

destination because you were already 

at a place of safe harbor.   

We wish everyone a fun and safe boat-

ing summer! If you have a question you 

want answered in this column, please 

email marine@colliersheriff.org.   



with a new organization like RSF and share in improving the lives of veterans in 

our community." 

 FREEDOM WATERS FOUNDATION WELCOMES KELLY APFEL 

AS DIRECTOR OF MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT 

The Freedom Waters Foundation team continues to grow as Kelly Apfel joins 

as Director of Marketing and Development. In her new 

role, Apfel will concentrate on the southwest coast of Florida and other areas 

of growth outside of Florida, as well as directing the overall marketing efforts 

of the organization. 

“It’s so exciting to see our team grow,” said Debra Frenkel, LCSW, founder 

and executive director of Freedom Waters Foundation. “We’re so happy to 

welcome Kelly to our family and look forward to working with her on new and 

exciting opportunities for our organization this year.” 

Prior to joining Freedom Waters Founda-

tion, Apfel was the Marketing and Development Man-

ager at Midwest Food Bank Florida, a nonprofit or-

ganization based in Fort Myers dedicated to alleviat-

ing hunger and malnutrition locally and throughout 

the world and providing disaster relief. She holds 

more than nine years of experience of nonprofit 

experience in addition to other professional experi-

ence. 

For more information, visit https://

freedomwatersfoundation.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 FREEDOM WATERS FOUNDATION AND RIGHT SIDE FISH-

ING COLLABORATE TO AID VETERANS 

Freedom Waters Foundation, an organization helping children, indi-

viduals with special needs, and veterans by providing on-the-water 

experiences, launched a new collaboration with Right Side Fishing, a 

fellow nonprofit with a similar mission. 

Together, they hosted their first combined event, taking 3 veterans 

out for a therapeutic day on the water, on July 8. 

Right Side Fishing is a local organization dedicated to providing the 

opportunity for veterans to improve overall health and well-being 

through boating, fishing, and socialization with others. It was founded 

in 2021. Freedom Waters Foundation launched its veteran's program 

in 2012, 6 years after the organization was founded, and is continuing 

to expand its veteran services.  

"Freedom Waters Foundation provides boating and fishing for veter-

ans offering the opportunity to relax and leave their concerns on the 

dock while enjoying the camaraderie of other veterans,” commented 

Robin Meagher, Director of Program & Development, Florida East 

Coast for Freedom Waters Foundation. “It was a pleasure to partner 
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MIPAC 3rd Quarter Contributions 

Marine Industries Promoting 

Access for Citizens 

In 2002 the Marine Industries Asso-

ciation of Collier County formed a 

Political Action Committee named 

Marine Industries Promoting Access 

for Citizens (MIPAC). This action 

was taken so that we can support 

issues and legislative candidates who 

assist the goals and purposes of the 

marine industries community. 

 

On a quarterly basis, the MIPAC 

seeks donations of $50.00 from 

each member. The MIPAC’s mis-

sions and goals are to act upon 

problematic issues that must be 

addressed at the legislative level 

for the growth and protection of 

the marine industry. Monies col-

lected from the MIPAC donations 

are used in supporting political 

decision makers that will tackle 

the very issues that affect all 

members of our industry. As a 

good steward of our member’s 

donations, MIPAC adheres to 

uniform contribution criteria 

when determining how much and 

to which candidate assistance is 

allocated. 

 

MIPAC will educate you about the 

political landscape and issues facing 

our organization and will strategize 

political impact. In addition, the com-

mittee is always open to suggestions, 

questions and comments. 

 

Please send your quarterly donations 

to MIPAC, PO Box 9887, Naples, 

Florida 34101  

Marine Industries Association of Collier County 

PO Box 9887 
Naples, FL 34101 

Phone: (239) 682-0900 

Fax: (239) 236-9000 
Email: director@miacc.org 

www.miacc.org 

 

3rd Quarter Requests  

Make Checks Payable to 

MIPAC! 
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Upcoming Events 

MIACC Membership  Meeting    September TBD 

Christmas Boat Parade     December 10, 2023 

Naples Boat Show      January 19-22, 2023 

Kids Fishing Clinic      March 4, 2023 

 

Our Mission: Marine Industries Association of Collier County (MIACC) is a not-for-profit membership-

based organization focused on the responsible growth of the marine industry for the benefit of its 
members, recreational boaters, the community, and the environment.  

 

Our Goal: MIACC represents recreational boating and member interests at the Local, State, and 

Federal levels; Issues of interest include Water Access, Recreational Boating, Commercial Boating, Free 

Trade, Advocating for Property Rights, and Legislative or Regulatory initiatives that impact these 
interests.  

 

Our Members: Members include Dealers & Manufacturers, Boating & Professional Services, Charters, 

Marine Contractors, Boat Lifts, Shipyards & Storage, and Equipment & Accessories.  

Robin Rosario 

President 
 

Ray Jahn 

Vice President 
 

Kenny Main 

Secretary 
 

Josh Maxwell 

Treasurer 
 

Directors: Blake Borgeson, Darsey Gabbard, Dan 

Maruszczak, Stephen Strassel, Tony Tofani 

Emeritus: Frank Donohue, Jim Kalvin, Jim Logie, Lee 

Lyons, Henry Lowe, Frank Perrucci, Kit Sawyer  
 

Tiffany Sawyer-Schank 

Executive Director 

 

Sponsor the MIACC Boat Parade 


