
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIACC        

At the  Helm  

Welcome Aboard New 

Members: 
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MIACC members and the community had a wonderful time at the 
2023 Docktail Party!  The weather made setup ‘fun’ but the party 

evening was perfect and all had a great time at the event!! 
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Carolyn Castaneda ~ Owner at Smiley Graphics 

 

Carolyn has lived in the Naples area for 20 years, leaving the 

cold north far behind. She is married to Smiley Castaneda, and 

together, they own Smiley Graphics & Promotions. She has 2 

beautiful children that are 5 & 9. Their family attends Destiny 

Church and is heavily involved in the children's ministry there. 

She is also vice president of SWFL Night to Shine, a nonprofit 

organization that hosts a prom for those with special needs, 

along with other ventures to help our special needs communi-

ty. In her free time, she loves to craft, read, and spend time 

with family and friends.   

Jenna Nickolson ~ Marketing Coordinator at Marine-

Max Naples 

 

I’d love to become a board member for the Marine Industries 

Association of Collier County because I represent the young-

er generation’s perspective in the marine industry, and can 

bring dedication, integrity, and the eagerness to learn and 

grow. I’ve been working in the marine industry for almost 2 

years now and have had a love for boating since I was a child. 

Growing up, boating was what we did as a family and brought 

us closer together as a result. I’d like to see that for other fami-

lies in Collier County. As a young professional, this can be a 

huge career shaping opportunity for me, and something I can 

commit to indefinitely.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robin Rosario ~ Sales & Events at Pure Florida 

I am the current president of MIACC and I would like to con-

tinue as your president in the next year.  My efforts in advocat-

ing for MIACC has shown threw and my ability to get new 

members enhance and support the boat show.  

I have been with Pure Florida for 14 years and love being a part 

of a “Water Family” and assist with keeping our water ways 

safe for generations to come.  I am a family person and my per-

sonal belief is GOD, Family then my career and other commit-

ments.   I will always do my best to fulfil my commitment to 

MIACC and to make myself available for any position that may 

need filling.   Thank You for Your consideration and I look for-

ward to hopefully serving for another year. 

Robin Rosario 55-year-old mother of 6 and wife to an amazing 

husband….Our youngest is special needs so that kind of keeps 

things in perspective for us .  It helps you to learn what matters 

and what does not, so anything that I spend my time on must 

be a passion of mine. 

  I am starting my 14th year with Pure Florida and have worked 

with several local events, Including hosting former Governor 

Rick Scott , Former Congressman Rooney And representative 

Byron Donalds . 

I am not an overly political person; I just like learning all that I 

can about what effects our future and what we are leaving for 

our children. 

I have served on boards such as The Sports Council of Collier 

County &, SW Florida Attractions Association. I have held sev-

eral leadership roles in Business Networking International and I 

am an Ambassador for Local Chapters of Business Woman.  



 

 

 

 

Member News  

Page 4 MIACC       At the  Helm  

 

 

 

 

 Are you a marine business owner gearing up for an upcoming boat 

show? In the world of boating exhibitions, preparation is key to 

success. 30 to 50 percent of annual revenues for boat dealers and 

manufacturers have traditionally been generated at boat shows. To 

ensure you make a splash at your next boat show and maximize 

your sales, we’ve compiled a comprehensive guide filled with top 

tips and strategies. 

Whether you’re a seasoned exhibitor or a first-timer, these tips will 

help you make the most of your boat show experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PIYC is making great progress with their 190 boat slip Marina Re-

build Project after the devastation of Ian! Here are a few aerials 

showing the recent progress. The Yacht Club was only closed to 

their membership for 30 days following the storm and next is the 

reopening of their brand new Marina which is scheduled after the 

new year! To see more - be sure to follow their progress on 

LinkedIn! #SWFLstrong #PIYC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Freedom Waters Foundation is honored to have two nationally 

oriented gentlemen join the Board of Directors: Scott Ward, Vice 

President and General Manager of Freedom Boat Club Corporate-

Owned Territory, and Dr. Thomas Dammerich,  DBA, MBA, MHA, 

MSA, CPA, and former long-term President of the National Marine 

Manufacturer’s Association (NMMA).  Both have known and followed 

the work of Freedom Waters Foundation since its inception in March 

2006 and are excited to be part of the team to take the organization 

well into the future.   

In addition, Freedom Waters Foundation has two additional crew(staff) 

members:  Michael Gaff, formerly with Best Buddies, holds and BS in Nursing 

and MBA, has come aboard as the organization’s Director of Development, 

and Mary Conejo, as the new Bookkeeper/HR Coordinator, is in the midst 

of finishing her MBA.   

Freedom Waters Foundation is a 17 ½ year old non-profit organization that 

enhances lives of individuals with special needs and veterans by providing 

therapeutic boat experiences is positioned to flourish and grow with the 

help of an incredible Board of Directors and small and passionate staff.   

Freedom Waters Foundation has undergone 

impressive expansion outside of Florida. 

Throughout the last few years, the non-profit 

has offered programs for children with spe-

cial needs, their families, and veterans in 

three other states. These programs include 

boat outings, fishing excursions, adaptive 

sailing, and more, all delivered to help these 

individuals enjoy the tranquility of being on 

the water.   

 

http://www.freedomwatersfoundation.org/
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 Black Label Marine Group Introduces Black Label Outdoors Retail 

Division 

Black Label Marine Group, a trusted family-owned boat dealership in 

Florida for over 5 years, proudly announces the addition of their new 

retail segment: Black Label Outdoors (BLO). This new retail experience 

is now available at their Ocala and Punta Gorda dealership locations. 

"Our vision is simple. We want to offer our customers top-quality out-

door, marine, and lifestyle products all in one place. Black Label Out-

doors helps us do just that"  said Founder and CEO Jon Duggan. 

  Black Label Outdoors currently operates retail shops at their Ocala and 

Punta Gorda dealerships, with plans to expand the concept across all 

current and future locations. Customers will discover an extensive selec-

tion of footwear, clothing, accessories and equipment from popular 

brands like Hey Dude, Tommy Bahama, Costa Del Mar, Hook & Tackle 

and Avid Clothing. 

  "Our goal is to outfit anything from beach days to global adventures in 

style and performance," said Black Label Operations Director Andy Co-

hen. "We focus on building honest relationships and enriching our com-

munity." 

  The Black Label Outdoors flagship store in Punta Gorda, spanning 2,500 

square feet at 5000 Deltona Dr, boasts not only a private dock but also 

features dry storage plus boat sales and servicing.  

  Enhancing the Punta Gorda Marina experience, Black Label now offers 

retail shopping complemented by sweeping views of Charlotte Harbor. 

Additionally, Black Label is gearing up to introduce online shopping by the 

close of 2023. 

  At all three full-service dealerships (Ocala/Pinellas Park/Punta Gorda), 

Black Label Marine Group continues providing an unparalleled sales and 

service experience for new and pre-owned boats along with expert 

maintenance and custom riggings. 
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Sponsorships 

 Available 



MIPAC 4th Quarter Contributions 

Marine Industries Promoting 

Access for Citizens 

In 2002 the Marine Industries Asso-

ciation of Collier County formed a 

Political Action Committee named 

Marine Industries Promoting Access 

for Citizens (MIPAC). This action 

was taken so that we can support 

issues and legislative candidates who 

assist the goals and purposes of the 

marine industries community. 

 

On a quarterly basis, the MIPAC 

seeks donations of $50.00 from 

each member. The MIPAC’s mis-

sions and goals are to act upon 

problematic issues that must be 

addressed at the legislative level 

for the growth and protection of 

the marine industry. Monies col-

lected from the MIPAC donations 

are used in supporting political 

decision makers that will tackle 

the very issues that affect all 

members of our industry. As a 

good steward of our member’s 

donations, MIPAC adheres to 

uniform contribution criteria 

when determining how much and 

to which candidate assistance is 

allocated. 

 

MIPAC will educate you about the 

political landscape and issues facing 

our organization and will strategize 

political impact. In addition, the com-

mittee is always open to suggestions, 

questions and comments. 

 

Please send your quarterly donations 

to MIPAC, PO Box 9887, Naples, 

Florida 34101  

Marine Industries Association of Collier County 

PO Box 9887 
Naples, FL 34101 

Phone: (239) 682-0900 

Fax: (239) 236-9000 

Email: director@miacc.org 

www.miacc.org 

4th Quarter Contributions 
Available! 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE 
TO MIPAC 

MIACC       At the  Helm  Page 7 

Upcoming Events 

Member Meeting      November 13th 5:30-7:30 

Christmas Boat Parade     December 9 

Naples Boat Show      Jan 18-21, 2024 

 

 

Our Mission: Marine Industries Association of Collier County (MIACC) is a not-for-profit membership-

based organization focused on the responsible growth of the marine industry for the benefit of its 

members, recreational boaters, the community, and the environment.  

 

Our Goal: MIACC represents recreational boating and member interests at the Local, State, and 

Federal levels; Issues of interest include Water Access, Recreational Boating, Commercial Boating, Free 

Trade, Advocating for Property Rights, and Legislative or Regulatory initiatives that impact these 

interests.  

 

Our Members: Members include Dealers & Manufacturers, Boating & Professional Services, Charters, 

Marine Contractors, Boat Lifts, Shipyards & Storage, and Equipment & Accessories.  

Robin Rosario 

President 
 

Ray Jahn 

Vice President 
 

Blake Borgeson 

Secretary 
 

Nick Pearson 

Treasurer 
 

Directors: Smiley Castaneda, Josh Chaney (Alternate), Dan 

Maruszczak, Bill Moore, Charles Tozzi 

Emeritus: Frank Donohue, Jim Kalvin, Jim Logie, Lee 
Lyons, Henry Lowe, Frank Perrucci, Kit Sawyer  

 

Tiffany Sawyer-Schank 

Executive Director 

Member Events 
Cruise aboard the M/V Double Sunshine to celebrate the City 

of Naples turning 100!  Aboard guests will be a part of a memo-

rable experience with a dessert buffet, scenic views on the wa-

ter, island beach music and the Centennial Celebration Fire-

works Show! The cruise will be between 2 to 3 hours, depend-

ing on the length of the Fireworks Show. Cash bar available 

during the cruise. 


